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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
PART 1 - SITE INFORMATION AND ASSESSMENT

I. IDENTIFICATION

02 SHE NUMBER

>-m nnuozi-m

II. SITE NAME AND LOCATION

01 SITE NAME fl»Ctynnon. o> Basel fit'ra nan* of t/t*l

Ciba-Geigy
02 STREET. ROUTE NO.. ORS=EClFlC LOCATION' IDENTIFIER

Mill Street

03 CIT Y
Cranston

G4 STATE
RI

05 ZIP CODE

D2910
05 COUNTY

Providence
0“ COUNTY} 

CODE
0‘ C0‘.3 

D:ST

09 COORDINATES LATITUDE

41 46 15.0
LONGITUDE

71 25 15.0

10 DIRECTIONS TO SITE ISitnr* tam ntmtl put*e tt*4}

Route 95 to Park Avenue. Take a right on Mill Street. Ciba-Geigy is approximately 
200 yards away on the left.

III. RESPONSIBLE PARTIES

01 OWNER f* Jtno.nl

Ciba-Geigy Corporation

02 STREET (£*n»n»ss. mailing, r««oli»)

^44 Saw Mill River Road
03CTTY

Ardsley

0« STATE 05 ZIP CODE

$Y .0502

06 TELEPHONE K'JMSER

^14 478-3131
07 OPERATOR i^cettmtI’wnowner}

Dr. Claude Trotter, Manager

08 STREET

180 Mill Street .

09cmr

Cranston
10 STATE

IRI
11 ZIP CODE'

02905
12 TELEPHONE NUMBER

1401 467-8200

13 TYPE OF OWNERSHI® <CA#rt on»l

Q A. PRIVATE □ B. FEDERAL:
l*gancrn*m*)

O F. OTHER:

□ C. STATE □D.COUNTY DE. MUNICIPAL 

OGr UNKNOWN
ISe*c*y)

14 OWNER OPERATOR NOTIFICATION ON RLE 

□ A. RCRA 3001 DATE RECEIVED: JL
MONTH DAY YEAR

□ B. UNCONTROLLED WASTE SITEicercla 103 ej DATE RECEIVED: _L /
month day year

□ C.NONE

IV. CHARACTERIZATION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD

01 ON SITE INSPECTION
Q YES DATE ° r___ L-

□ NO MONTH DAY YEAR

BY fCft.ct
□ A. EPA □ B. EPA CONTRACTOR □ C. STATE

□ E. LOCAL HEALTH OFFICIAL □ F. OTHER:

□ 0. OTHER CONTRACTOR

, „ Perimeter Survey by Gerarfi^Pftrter
' CONTRACTOR NAME(S): .__________________________ l-------i------------------------------------------

02 SITE ST ATUS (Cam* o**}
□ A. ACTIVE □ B. INACTIVE Q C. UNKNOWN

03 YEARS OF OPERATION
1949_____ | present □ UNKNOWN

BEG’NninG YEAR ENDING YEAR

04 DESCRIPTION OF SUBSTANCES POSSIBLY PRESENT. KNOWN. OR ALLEGEO

Methylene chloride, carbon tetrachloride, chloroform, trichloroethane, acrylonitrile,, 
phthalates, anthracenes, and numerous metals

06 DESCRIPTION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD TO ENVIRONMENT AND/OR POPULATION

The substances which Ciba-Geigy generates'may pose a hazard to the immediate population 
through direct contact as well as affecting biological life in the Pavtuxet River from 
vastewater discharges.

V. PRIORITY ASSESSMENT
01 PRIORITY FOR INSPECTION (Owe* on*. ntugnotmraijma ca»<*.(F. eompitia Pan 2 ■ *«>• mltwcr.anc Pan 2 ■ £Vf»:i»>Jon o' Hi.-i-roui Con:.t«‘.:

□ A. HIGH □ B. MEDIUM ^ C. LOW □ D; NONE

tlnkflacbon i*Qu**d) (insc'.eion !•** a.aiaz'r taial IH9 Itjn-a- »:lon r.ttOti. ci/"*nf Cire:4onla«™j

VI. INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM

01 CONTACT

John Hartley

02 OF/4;*'-:. O'fn;:ronl

Rhode Island DEM
04 PERSON RLS; C-'/S:P.-.L FOR ASSESSMENT

>erard Porter •K

03 TELEPHONE N.MSER

4!01 £77-2797
06 AGENCY

US
06 OFSv.'ZaTiDN

f :t
07

1(7 275-2970

0S DATE

-8—-9—S3'—-
MVIl" O*' •;»“

EPa rc-iM 2070.1? [7-ei]

SEMS DocID 639962



vO/EF^ POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
PART 2 ■ WASTE INFORMATION

I. IDENTIFICATION
01 S1A'E

RI
02 SITE NUMBER

RID 00119437 8

II. WASTE STATES, QUANTITIES, AND CHARACTERISTICS
01 PHYSICAL STATES iCfc‘*Un*iu>o>,l

C A. SOLID 
O B.POY/DER. FINES 
C C SLUDGE

C D.OTHER ________

DE. SLURRY 
O F. UOUID 
Z G.GAS

IS***,}

02 WASTE OUANTITY AT SITE

/UtMivrH o' It 0w»*,:4*« 
mull tt

tons _ 1500/vr

CUBIC YARDS 

NO. OF DRUMS

03 WASTE CHARACTERISTICS r

□ A. TOXIC 
Z B CORROSIVE 
Z’ C RADIOACTIVE 
O D. PERSISTENT

D £.SOLUBLE 
Z F. INFECTIOUS 
C G FLAMMABLE 
Z H. IGN1TABLE

•Z I. HIGHLY VOLATILE 
Z J. EXPLOSIVE 
Z K REACTIVE 
Z L. INCOMPATIBLE 
Z M NOT APPLICABLE

III. WASTE TYPE

CATEGORY

SLU

OLW

SOL

PSD

OCC

IOC

SUBSTANCE NAME

SLUDGE

OILY WASTE

SOLVENTS

PESTICIDES

. OTHER ORGANIC CHEMICALS

INORGANIC CHEMICALS

01 GROSS AMOUNT

3,000,000

02 UNIT OF MEASURE

pounds

03 COMMENTS

Liquid flammable waste

ACD ACIDS

BAS BASES

MES HEAVY METALS

IV. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES is»t ^pponait /ormo*/ itenuimi? c**dca$Numow)

01 CATEGORY 02 SUBSTANCE NAME 03 CAS NUMBER 04 STORAGE'OISPOSAL METHOD OS CONCENTRATION 06 MEASURE OF 
CONCENTRATION

sol Toluene
sol
soT

Acetone
108-88-3 Tank car ??.77

Isopropanol 
Special Naphtholite

Tank car 10.82
Tank car 17.86

sol
sol Xylene

Tank car 18.22
Tank car 16.37

sol
sol

Heptane
Methanol

Tank car 9.89
Tank car 1.84

Total LOO

OCC ?Tpes and hoses
-contaminated w/PCDs )rums

These are examples of waste generat 
documents at K1 DEM.

?d at Ciba-Geigy taken from manifes

V. FEEDSTOCKS ;s„ Kp;*'iCi lor

CATEGORY

FDS

FDS

FDS

FDS

01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER CATEGORY

FDS

FDS

FDS

FDS

VI. SOURCES OF INFORMATION r,r»;.r,e.5.. P.

01 feeds; oc-: name 02 CAS NUMBER

1. Rhode Island DEM, project files
2. Crowley, Manager, .Safety, Health, and Environment at the Ciba-C°ioy pl£nt

in Cranston, RI • v-J-o/ ricnt-

E'A rO”M : D?0-1 :• fT'fcl)



~EPACrf:
POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS

I. IDENTIFICATION
01 STATE
RI

0? SUE NUMBER
tID 001194323

It. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS

01 C-A. GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION 

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

02 C OBSERVED (DATE:_____

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

) ^/POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

Groundwater could be contaminated from an underground oil collection system that 

* is no longer in use.

01 D B. SURFACE WATER CONTAMINATION 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: .

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE: A/17/82 j 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

□ POTENTIAL ALLEGED

Joint sampling efforts by the Rhode Island DEM an EPA have detected measurable 
amounts of volatile organics, extractables, and metals in the Pawtuxet River.

01 □ C. CONTAMINATION OF AIR 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE: 1 / 1 Q/ft? J 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
D POTENTIAL

^alleged

Air monitoring by EPA Region I detected contaminants in the air, but they were 

not considered to be a health problem.

01 □ D. FlRE'EXPLOSIVE CONDITIONS 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE:_____
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

C POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

01 □ E. DIRECT CONTACT 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE:_____
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Ct^OTENTIAL O ALLEGED

Some population may be affected from direct contact with potentially 
contaminated soil.

01 □ F. CONTAMINATION OF SOIL 
03 AREA POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

McrMj

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE:_____
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

^POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

Soil may be contaminated from accidental spills or leaks

01 □ G. DRINKING WATER CONTAMINATION 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: .

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE:_____
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

C POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

• 01 □ H. WORKER EXPOSURE/INJURY 

03 WORKERS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE:_____

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

01 Q I. POPULATION EXPOSURS.'INJURY 

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFF ECTED:
02 C OBSERVEDlDATE:_____
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

C POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

i - t-t tl;: •.: (r-tu



*. t.
POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
PART 3 • DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS

I. IDENTIFICATION
01 STATE 02 SITE N'JMSER
RI RID 001194323

II. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS tcom^i

01 □ J. DAMAGE TO.FLORA 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

02 □ OBSERVED (OATE: C POTENTIAL O ALLEGED

01 O K. DAMAGE TO FAUNA.
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION imimm wwm imcM)

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE: □ POTENTIAL

/

□ ALLEGED

01 □ L. CONTAMINATION OF FOOD CHAIN 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE: {/ POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

Ciba-Geigy has discharged treated wastewater into the Pawtuxet River, which 
could potentially affect the food chain.

01 □ M. UNSTABLE CONTAINMENT OF WASTES
S!4f\€mQ Otuira)

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:_______

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE: 'O POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

01 O N. DAMAGE TO OFFSITE PROPERTY 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE: O POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

01 □ O. CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS. STORM DRAINS WWTPs <19 n nRSFRVFn tnATF^ 2~f 63 j □ POTENTIAL ^ ALLEGED

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

An underground drainage system used by Ciba-Geigy in the past to carry effluent 
from wastewater treatment tanks is contaminated with oil.

01 □ P. ILLEGAL/UNA'JTHORIZED DUMPING 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

02 C OBSERVED (DATE: C POTENTIAL C ALLEGED

OS DESCRIPTION OF ANY OTHER KNOWN, POTENTIAL, OR ALLEGED HAZARDS

III. TOTAL POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

IV. COMMENTS

Approximately 750,000 to 1.5 million gallons per day of wastewater generated at 
Ciba-Geigy is treated at the Cranston Treatment Works.

V. SOURCES OF INFORMATION few irle'f urs. t p . f. r:

1. Perimeter Survey of Ciba-Geigy by Gerard Porter, NUS/FIT, anc John Hartley, RI
DEM. ■ •' ■ .

2. NUS project files on Ciba-Geigy.

in ro;c et>



NATIONAL PRIORITIES LIST 
CHECKLIST OF DATA REQUIREMENTS

Site Name: Ciba-Geigy, Cranston, Rhode Island
TDD No.: Fl-8305-14
NUS Job No.: 3418 01 02

Notes:

DATA ELEMENT/PATHWAY

Ground and Surface Water and Air
1. Waste physical state
2. Persistence
3. Toxicity
4. Quantity

Ground Water
1. Monitoring data (if yes, skip la, lb, lc)

la. Dept£i of aquifer
lb. Net precipitation
lc. Permeability

2. • Ground water use
3. Distance to nearest down- 

gradient well
4. Population served by wells 

within 3 miles

Surface Water
1. Monitoring data (if yes, skip la, lb, lc, Id)

la. Slope of terrain
lb. Rainfall itensity
lc. Distance to surface water
ld. Flood potential

2. Surface water use
3. Critical habitats
4. Population served

Air '
1. Monitoring data
2. Waste reactivity
3. Incompatibility •
4. Toxicity
5. Distance to nearest’population
6. Population within 1 mile
7. Critical environments
8. Land use

Not
Available Appropriate

j^es

•yes
yes
yes

no
yes
yes
yes
yes

* no

yes

yes

yes
no
yes

_yes.
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
no
ves



NATIONAL PRIORITIES LIST 
CHECKLIST OF DATA REQUIREMENTS 

Page 2

DATA ELEMENT/PATHWAY

- Fire and Explosion
1. Ignition source
2. Containment
3. Ignitability
4. Reactivity
5. Incompatibility
6. Distance to population
7. Distance to off-site building
8. Distance to sensitive ecosystems
9. Land use
10. Population within 2 miles
11. Buildings within 2 miles

Direct Contact
1.Evidence (if yes, skip la, lb)

la. Accessibility
lb. Containment 

^2. Toxicity
3. Population within 1 mile
4. Critical habitat
5. Land use

Not
Available Appropriate

no
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

no 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 

• yes




